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1 St Phillip’s Christian College – Additional Information Request 

 

NSW RFS  
Headquarters 
15 Carter Street 
Lidcombe NSW 2141 
 
 
ATTENTION: JOSHUA CALANDRA 
 
Dear Joshua,    
 
RE: PROPOSED SENIOR SCHOOL BUILDING, ST PHILIPS CHRISTIAN 

COLLEGE, PORT STEPHENS  
 
Please find herewith additional information as requested in the NSW Rural Fire 
Service (RFS) letter dated the 9 November 2017, this additional information 
specifically relates to the request from NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS).  
 
The NSW RFS additional information requested is in BOLD with the response 
following:  

1. In order for the NSW RFS to further consider the proposal, additional 
information is required in relation to how the proposal complies with the 
relevant provisions of Planning for Bush Fire Protection 2006 with 
regard to the required APZs. This should include section 4.2.4 (a) 
Schools which states Efforts must be made to improve the resilience of 
buildings, and new classrooms should be not being extended towards 
bushland where they do not comply with the setback requirements of 
Appendix 2. Where existing schools do not meet setback requirements 
any upgrades should incorporate improve bush fire protection 
measures. 

Please refer to Table 1-1 Bushfire Threat Assessment showing  compliance 
with PBP 2006 and Figure 1-1 detailing the vegetation and APZ  distances.   

 
Table 1-1 Bushfire Threat Assessment   
 

Direction 
from 

Proposed 
Building 

Vegetation 
Type 

within 
140m of 

the 
proposed 
building 

Slope 

Distance 
Vegetation 

is from 
proposed 
Building 

Distance 
from the 
existing 

buildings  

APZ 
Required in 
accordance 
PBP 2006 

North N/A –
existing 

N/A – 
developed 

N/A – 
developed 

N/A – 
developed 

N/A  
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development     Land    Land    Land    

East   

Forested 
Wetland 
followed by 
Open Forest  

Flat / 
upslope   

47m   

47m   

South 
Forested 
Wetland   

Flat    >60m   
>60m  50m  

West 

Forested 
Wetland and 
Scrub for the 
purposes of 
this 
assessment 
the highest 
fuel load 
being Open 
Forest has 
been used 

Flat    

>49m to the 
heath 
vegetation 
>50m to the 
forested 
wetland  

28m  From the 
scrub only 
require 45m 
and from the 
forested 
wetland 
requires 50m  

 

2. Furthermore, it is noted that the report relies on extensive asset 
protection zone (APZ) outside of the site on the basis that ‘these areas 
have been historically maintained by the school since it opened neatly 
20 years ago and will be continue to be maintained’. In order to rely on 
APZs outside of the site, suitable the mechanisms are required to be put 
in place to ensure the ongoing provision of these APZs in perpetuity.  

St Phillip's Christian College & Port Stephens Council have entered into executed 
licence (refer to Appendix A) to ensure ongoing maintenance of the APZs as detailed 
in Appendix B. Therefore, a mechanism is in place to ensure the ongoing provision of 
these APZs. Refer to Appendix A  
 
If you have any further enquiries regarding the above please do not hesitate to 
contact the writer.  
 
Yours faithfully 
Firebird EcoSultants Pty Ltd 

 
 
Sarah Jones 
B.Env.Sc., G.DIP.DBPA (Design for Bushfire Prone Areas) 
Ecologist / Bushfire Planner  
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Appendix A - Executed Licence 
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Appendix B – APZ and Vegetation Map  


